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Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

The Young European Ambassadors for Remembrance and Active Citizenship Conference
took place online on May 10-11, 2025. It was organized in the framework of the European
project CARE (Combating Holocaust Denial and Distortion through Active Citizenship,
Remembrance and Education), coordinated by the Intercultural Institute Timisoara
(Romania), in partnership with The Jewish Museum of Greece, Fondazione CDEC (ltaly),
Documenta (Croatia), The Secretariat of the International Commission for the Evaluation of
the Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in Lithuania, the Big Picture
Association (Poland) and Terraforming (Serbia), co-funded by the European Commission
through CERV programme.

The conference was organized in cooperation with TOLI — The Olga Lengyel Institute for
Holocaust Studies and Human Rights.

The conference brought together 157 participants from 14 countries in Europe — high school
students and their teachers, who have been actively engaged in Holocaust and human rights
education, as well as members of partner institutions involved in the project CARE. The two-
day event served as a platform for students to share projects carried out with their peers
and teachers, focusing on remembrance, civic responsibility, and combating online hate
speech, as well as to share their monitoring activities of online manifestations of
antisemitism, anti-Roma racism and Holocaust denial and distortion.

The event featured student presentations, thematic workshops, and testimony-sharing
sessions, fostering a transnational dialogue on Holocaust memory, human rights, and
combating online hate.

To ensure that the conference discussions were grounded in both knowledge and practice,
a preparatory training was organized beforehand. This training provided participants with
essential context and tools, laying the foundation for the themes that shaped the
conference. A short description of the training follows, after which more details about the
conference will be presented.

The Online Training for High School Students in Europe was organized in March-April 2025,
by the Intercultural Institute Timisoara in close cooperation with CDEC Observatory on
Antisemitism and TOLI — The Olga Lengyel Institute for Holocaust Studies and Human
Rights. The program was attended by over 30 students from nine countries in Europe. The
four-week schedule included online training sessions with interactive presentations focusing
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on various aspects of antisemitism, anti-Roma racism, Holocaust distortion and denial,
intersectionality and active citizenship. The synchronous sessions were complemented by
intersession assignments designed to deepen learning and encourage active participation.
These assignments included viewing short educational videos, responding to reflection
prompts, and monitoring online hate speech. Students documented their findings
collaboratively in a shared Google spreadsheet and uploaded supporting evidence in shared
folders. A Padlet board was used for asynchronous engagement, where students introduced
themselves using text, images, or creative presentations prior to the start of the training.

Each training session focused on a distinct theme and followed a structured format that
combined facilitator input with interactive student activities:

Session 1 (March 13): Understanding Antisemitism in the Past and Present

This session opened the training and set the foundation for the weeks to follow. Students
were introduced to the roots of antisemitism, its evolution throughout history, and the
stereotypes that persist today. To deepen their engagement, students were assigned two
videos to watch before the session. They reflected on the role that antisemitism played
before, during, and after the Holocaust, and how antisemitic language and imagery still
appear across online platforms. Together, they analysed the implications of these narratives
and the importance of recognizing the warning signs early.

The first monitoring exercise focused on identifying online manifestations of antisemitism.
Students were guided on how to identify and report the content when appropriate, as well
as how to document examples in a shared spreadsheet. They were also invited to reflect on
Jewish identity and tradition as a counterpoint to antisemitic stereotypes.

The session concluded with a reminder: antisemitism is not just historical but ongoing - and
recognizing it is a step toward responsibility and allyship.

Session 2 (March 20): Anti-Roma Racism

The second session opened with a review of the assighment from Session 1, which involved
monitoring and reporting antisemitic content online. Several examples submitted by
students were discussed, including posts from Instagram and Facebook promoting
conspiracy theories and antisemitic stereotypes - such as the trope of Jews controlling global
systems. Little of the reported content had been removed, underscoring how widespread
and tolerated such content remains across platforms.

After reviewing the assignment, the session focused on anti-Roma racism and the
experiences of Roma communities in Europe. Guest speaker Catalina Olteanu, expert and
Roma activist, gave an impactful presentation on the history of Roma people, their culture,
the Roma genocide, and the marginalization still faced by Roma today. Before this session
students were also asked to watch a video. Catalina Olteanu encouraged students to reflect
on internalized bias and how the media reinforces negative stereotypes about Roma people.
She also discussed about systemic discrimination and manifestations such as hate speech,
exclusion from services, and social stigma.

Students were then given a second monitoring assignment, this time focusing on anti-Roma
content online. They identified, reported and documented manifestations of anti-Roma
racism on social media.

The session was powerful in opening students’ eyes to forms of racism they were often less
familiar with - and it offered new language and perspective on diversity and discrimination.
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Session 3 (March 27): Holocaust Denial and Distortion

As with the previous session, the third meeting opened with a review of the week’s
monitoring activity, which focused on identifying examples of anti-Roma racism online. The
anti-Roma online manifestations identified and reported by the students were discussed,
such as slurs, degrading memes, and explicit hate speech targeting Roma communities. The
discussion revealed that much of the reported content remained publicly accessible,
prompting a broader conversation about the normalization of such rhetoric and the limited
accountability of social media platforms.

Afterwards, the session focused on Holocaust denial and distortion - looking not only at how
it appears on social media through memes, misquotes, and misinformation, but also at the
serious risks it poses to historical truth and society. The discussion touched on various
strategies used to twist or erase historical facts, including minimizing the number of victims,
discrediting survivor testimonies, or suggesting that the Holocaust was exaggerated or
fabricated. Before the sessions, students watched “Holocaust Distortion: A Growing Threat”,
a short video by IHRA (the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) explaining
different categories of distortion. They were then introduced to examples of manifestations
of Holocaust distortion on social media. The training also emphasized how distortion is not
always overt - and that subtle rewriting of history is often more present and harder to
challenge.

Students were introduced to concrete examples of online Holocaust distortion and were
then divided into four breakout groups. Each group received a different example to analyse
and reflect upon, then shared their insights with the larger group. The discussions focused
on identifying the narrative techniques used in distortion, understanding the motivations
behind such content, and exploring strategies for countering it. When the groups
reconvened, students shared their insights. The groups noted that politicians often exploit
Holocaust distortion for their own agendas and stressed the importance of education in
resisting such manipulation. They also shared incidents from their own countries where they
now recognized examples of Holocaust distortion (i.e. an incident in Lithuania where
protesters compared COVID-19 restrictions to the Holocaust). The session highlighted the
importance of critical thinking and values-based education as essential tools for addressing
distortion and hate. The conversation closed with the group reflecting on the dangers of
normalizing misinformation and the responsibility of young people to challenge harmful
narratives.

Students were then asked to carry out a monitoring exercise to identify Holocaust denial or
distortion online and submit their findings. The examples they shared were later used as
part of the wrap-up presentation during the last training session.

This session helped students connect the importance of remembrance to the defence of
historical truth in digital spaces.

Session 4 (April 3): Intersectionality, Countering Hate Speech & Raising Awareness

Similarly to the previous sessions, the last meeting started with an analysis of the students’
third monitoring assignment, focused on online Holocaust denial and distortion. The
examples found by the students were discussed. They were drawn mostly from the social
network X - posts that denied the use of gas chambers, claimed that the number of
Holocaust victims was exaggerated, or argued that Holocaust remembrance is politically
motivated. None of these posts had been taken down after being flagged, illustrating both
the persistence of denial narratives and the ongoing need for education to counter them.
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Afterwards, the final session focused on strategies for action. Students reflected on how
different forms of hate and discrimination intersect - antisemitism, anti-Roma racism and
racism in general, xenophobia, sexism, ableism - and how hate speech often targets people
with multiple marginalized identities.

The concept of being an upstander (as opposed to a bystander) was introduced. Students
discussed what it means to speak up when encountering hate, and how to do so responsibly
and safely online.

During this session, students were divided into small groups in breakout rooms where they
discussed case studies dealing with Holocaust distortion, antisemitic conspiracy theories,
anti-Roma stereotypes, or the glorification of the Nazi regime. Students were asked to
analyse the scenario, reflect on the impact of the statements made, and consider how best
to respond. After the group work, they returned to the main session to share their insights
and discuss strategies for countering hate.

At the conclusion of the training, students were invited to complete an anonymous
evaluation form. The questionnaire aimed to assess the overall satisfaction with the training,
students’ key takeaways, the experience of the online training format and assignments, and
what students would apply going forward. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Students
reported increased awareness, improved ability to recognize hate speech online, and
greater interest in topics such as antisemitism, Holocaust education, and social justice. Most
students rated their overall experience very positively, with the majority describing the
training as useful, engaging, and empowering. They appreciated the international
environment, the openness of discussion, and the balance between educational content and
interactive elements. The sessions were consistently rated as “useful” or “very useful” across
all four meetings. When asked about the most valuable aspects of the training, students
frequently mentioned the interactive discussions, the opportunity to engage with students
from different countries, and the deeper understanding gained around antisemitism, anti-
Roma racism, and intersectionality. Many students said they had never encountered the
concept of intersectionality before, and that learning about it gave them a clearer
understanding of how different forms of discrimination can overlap. Students expressed
deep appreciation for the experience and the team behind the training. Some emphasized
how transformative the training had been. The evaluation suggests that the training
succeeded in combining knowledge-building with empowerment. The training helped
establish an international network of young people engaged in memory, human rights, and
the fight against online hate speech.

As a follow-up to the training, four students from Croatia, Romania, and Ukraine were
invited to present at the CARE International Student Conference, held online on May 10-11,
2025. They presented the results of the monitoring work conducted during the training,
sharing findings and reflections with their peers from other countries.

The Young European Ambassadors for Remembrance and Active Citizenship Conference
opened on May 10 with welcoming remarks by Oana Nestian-Sandu, Program Director at
the Intercultural Institute Timisoara and International Program Director at TOLI. She
presented the CARE project and the overarching goals of the Young European Ambassadors
initiative. Oana also introduced TOLI’s mission and shared the powerful legacy of Olga
Lengyel, emphasizing the organization’s commitment to supporting educators in teaching
the Holocaust in meaningful and impactful ways. She concluded by recognizing the
dedication of teachers who continuously strive to enhance their competences and bring
these vital topics into their classrooms.
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The following session was moderated by Maria Elena Consorti, Project Manager for
International Programs at TOLI, who guided the participants through inspiring presentations
done by smart, talented and committed students.

The first set of presentations showcased school-based educational projects from three
different countries:

e Time Maps, presented by Emilija Gelainykaité from Panevézys Juozas Balcikonis
Gymnasium in Panevézys, Lithuania, explored personal and collective timelines to better
understand the lasting impact of historical events. Coordinated by teacher Auksé
Sereikiené, the project focused on the Holocaust in Lithuania, particularly the history of
the Vilnius Ghetto. Students explored this part of their local history through literature,
group research, and creative work such as mapping, documentary-making, and visual
design. They read survivor diaries, compared Lithuanian and Jewish family traditions,
and created a historical timeline of the Holocaust in Lithuania. During a visit to Vilnius,
they took part in an interactive tour of the former ghetto and in an educational session
at the Vilna Gaon Museum of Jewish History. The project concluded with a school event
where students showcased their creative and research-based findings.

e Multicultural Borderland, presented by Julia Kalenik, Karolina Zemajduk, and Martyna
Fiedorowicz from Ogdlnoksztatcgce High School in Dabrowa Biatostocka, Poland,
focused on the historical and cultural diversity of their region, drawing connections
between the past and present. Their project, designed by teachers Dorota Budzinska
and Jolanta Konstanczuk, explored human rights, multiculturalism, and historical
memory through a study visit to Sejny and nearby areas. The students began by cleaning
the Jewish cemetery in Dgbrowa while studying tombstones and local Jewish history.
They also visited important historical sites, including the White Synagogue, the Jewish
school, and the Borderland Foundation in Sejny. The project connected the region’s
Jewish heritage with contemporary issues, encouraging cultural dialogue and awareness
of diversity.

e The Story of a Boy, presented by Ivan Bilac, Domagoj Petz, and India Funari¢ from
Antuna Gustava MatoSa Gymnasium in DPakovo, Croatia, reflected on memory, loss, and
historical trauma through storytelling. The project was developed in collaboration with
8th-grade students from Vladimir Nazor Elementary School. Focusing on the personal
story of Ruben Frank, the students, guided by teachers Ines Jancula and Mira Raci¢
explored the Holocaust within a broader historical and human rights context. They
studied the timeline of the Holocaust, analyzed the antisemitic policies of the
Independent State of Croatia, and traced Ruben’s life using maps and archival materials,
including family letters and a conversation with his brother. The project culminated in
the creation of a documentary and a mobile exhibition, aimed at educating peers in local
schools. Through workshops and joint discussions, students reflected on antisemitism,
discrimination, and human rights, and they shared their personal pledges to promote
inclusion and respect in their daily lives.

In addition to these projects, the day included presentations by two students who had
participated in the Online Training for High School Students in Europe: Stefania Stanciu from
Liceul Tehnologic Energetic Cdmpina in Romania and Taya Antonenko from Lyceum No. 28
in Mykolaiv, Ukraine shared their insights with their peers. They told the audience how the
training shaped their understanding of historical responsibility and civic courage. They
shared examples of antisemitism and anti-Roma racism found on social media and news
platforms, explaining how such content, often disguised as jokes or clickbait, spreads
harmful stereotypes and fuels discrimination both online and offline. Through their analysis,
they emphasized the importance of recognizing and reporting hate speech, highlighting that



EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

many people remain unaware of the ways in which they can act against it. They concluded
that hateful language online can lead to hateful behaviour offline, underlining the urgent
need for digital responsibility and awareness.

The second part of the day featured a media literacy workshop led by Timea Serb, Project
Coordinator at the Intercultural Institute of Timisoara. The workshop, designed to help
students critically analyse digital content and recognize various forms of fake news,
introduced participants to a three-step approach: Magnify, Frame It, and Zoom Out. Through
these steps, students were invited to identify distorted visual elements in Al-generated
images subsequently used for manipulation and they were encouraged to consider the
source of the content, the intent behind it, and the larger context. This thorough
examination and analysis are helpful for assessing the trustworthiness and potential bias of
online content. Participants were encouraged to reflect on their personal values in relation
to the content they consume online and to critically examine their social media use —
considering whether they are engaging with content to seek meaningful connection, access
reliable information, or simply following algorithm-driven recommendations. The workshop
also covered five types of fake news: propaganda, clickbait, satire/hoaxes, conspiracy
theories, and misinformation - highlighting how each type functions and what kind of danger
they pose for the uninformed public. The session fostered a deeper understanding of how
digital media shapes perceptions and emphasized the importance of informed, conscious,
and critical engagement with online information.

The day closed with a round of comments and reflections facilitated by Oana Bajka, Project
Manager at the Intercultural Institute Timisoara and Associate Director of International
Programs at TOLI. Oana commended the students for their courage and dedication, and she
urged them to remember their value in the world and the significance of their work in
combating hate and promoting human rights.

The second day of the conference, May 11, began with remarks by Maria Elena Consorti who
expressed her gratitude to the students and educators for their participation and
contributions, emphasized that Holocaust education begins with remembrance and thanked
the students for their time, care, and effort put into the conference.

The presentation of Impact Grant projects on this second day was moderated by Oana Bajka.
The following inspiring projects were presented by perceptive, resourceful, and driven
students:

e What Would We Miss, presented by Tara Abazovi¢, Lenka Baji¢, Ana Brati¢ and Ana
Vukicevi¢, students from Xl Beogradska Gymnasium, Serbia. The project involved
students from three high schools in Belgrade, coordinated by teachers Maja Keskinov,
Dusica Bisevac and Zorana Maticevic. It focused on historical empathy and imagining a
world without the cultural and social contributions of Holocaust survivors. After
researching biographies of Jewish Holocaust survivors in Serbia, over a period of three
school years students created a mobile exhibition, organized workshops for younger
students, and published brochures. The exhibition has been presented multiple times to
various audiences, including at the opening of the most recent TOLI seminar in Serbia in
March 2025. The exhibition is currently hosted at the Staro Sajmiste Memorial in
Belgrade.

e Never Again! Holocaust Lessons in a Transdisciplinary Context, presented by Teodora
Pop from Tudor Jarda High School of Music in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, explored creative
and interdisciplinary ways to learn about the Holocaust. The project, coordinated by
teacher Alina Tomi-Satmar, educated high school students about the Holocaust and
human rights through a wide range of monthly intercultural activities. Activities included
museum visits, readings of Holocaust literature, creative writing and art projects, and a
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commemorative concert featuring klezmer music. Students also had the opportunity to
visit synagogues and the Elie Wiesel Memorial House. The project concluded with an
international online symposium and resulted in the publication of a booklet titled Fragile
Hope, featuring students’ artwork, writings, and reflections.

e The Memory Around Us: Places, Words, and Voices, presented by students from
different schools and cities in Italy: Martina Sgobba and Gianluca Monaco from IISS Luigi
Dell'Erba (Castellana Grotte); Giulia Albertini from Liceo Statale M.G. Agnesi (Merate);
and Miriam Guarnaccia and Alessandro Axhenti from Istituto di Istruzione Superiore
Albert Einstein (Vimercate). Their collective presentation highlighted how students
involved in this project explored local memory, commemorative spaces, and testimonies
to build awareness and engagement, under the guidance of their teachers, Carla Caccia,
Cristina Mazza and Genny Catalano. This five-month collaborative project explored the
Holocaust, fascist and Nazi persecutions and their lasting impact, through historical
research, site visits, and creative work. Students analyzed survivor diaries using digital
tools, visited key memory sites in Milan, and addressed contemporary issues like
antisemitism and hate speech. The students also translated and studied excerpts from
the book Five Chimneys by Olga Lengyel and created visual display panels as well as a
15-episode podcast, now available on Spotify. Their work was shared in public school
events, promoting awareness and critical reflection on history and discrimination.

Two more students who had participated in the Online Training for High School Students in
Europe also presented during this second day of the conference. In their presentation, Mejo
Tomasovi¢ from Srednja Skola Novska, Croatia and Anamaria Nica from National College
Nichita Stanescu in Ploiesti, shared the structure of the training and talked about the
different sessions on combating hate speech, which focused on antisemitism, anti-Roma
racism, Holocaust denial and distortion, and intersectionality. They highlighted the
importance of recognizing harmful online content and the value of cross-cultural
collaboration. As part of a monitoring exercise, they had analysed and reported instances of
hate speech across various social media platforms in different languages. Reflecting on the
experience, they underlined how the training helped them gain the courage to better
express their opinions both online and offline, recognize harmful behaviour, and understand
the impact of online filter bubbles - ultimately emphasizing that young people’s voices
matter in the fight against discrimination and urging their peers to join them in their
activism.

Later in the afternoon, students from Ariele Schwartz, a member of 3GNY (Third Generation
New York). Ariele shared the story of her grandfather Harry, a Holocaust survivor whose life
and legacy continue to shape her family's identity. Although Ariele had never spoken to her
grandfather directly about his experience in the Holocaust, a choice she made out of love
and respect for their personal relationship, she learned his story through a recorded
testimony made by Harry when she was much younger. This recording became a key source
of knowledge and connection to his past. During her presentation, Ariele spoke not only
about the horrors her grandfather endured but also about his resilience and the life he built
after the war, working as a bricklayer in a diverse community in the United States. This
testimony brought a personal and emotional dimension to the conference, emphasizing the
lasting consequences of hatred and the importance of preserving intergenerational
memory.

The conference ended with closing remarks from Oana Nestian-Sandu, who reflected on the
value of the students’ work, the inspiration drawn from their creativity and commitment,
and the need to continue building a network of young ambassadors for remembrance and
active citizenship.
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Conference participants were asked to complete an evaluation form to share their
reflections on the experience. The feedback provided valuable insights into how the event
was received by a diverse group of attendees, including students, educators, and other
participants. Respondents highlighted the excellent organization and clarity of the
conference’s objectives. They found the content relevant, inspiring, and important for
today’s social and educational context. Several participants described the event as
informative and inspiring, with many appreciating the opportunity to learn from student
presentations and to listen to the testimonies and discussions across countries. Among the
most appreciated aspects were the themes addressed, the diversity of voices included in the
program and the focus on youth perspectives. Some participants emphasized the
importance of continuing these types of events, underlining that they found the sessions
very educational. As anticipated, Ariele Schwartz’s presentation—where she shared the
powerful story of her grandfather, a Holocaust survivor—stood out as one of the most
impactful moments of the conference. Constructive suggestions included the desire for even
more interactive sessions, as well as more opportunities to exchange experiences in smaller
groups.

The Young European Ambassadors Conference was a powerful platform for students across
Europe to meet one another, present their work, exchange ideas, and reflect together on
the past and its contemporary relevance.

This conference was a powerful reminder of how Holocaust education and human rights
discussions can be led by young people themselves, when given space, tools, and support.
Their voices, actions, and reflections are a source of hope for a future rooted in memory,
truth, and dignity for all.
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